
 

Perspective Pictures Production Guidance: Managing 
the risk of Coronavirus (COVID-19) on set. 

 
 

Background:  
We find ourselves in unusual and exceptional circumstances, and 

at Perspective Pictures we are following the current government 
legislation and advice on COVID-19 at all times. The following guidelines 
are all a starting point and based around shooting which shall take 
place within the UK, therefore on cases regarding shoots abroad, we 
shall remain abiding by the individual nations specific regulations. This 
document is in regards to production, anyone seeking specifics or 
advice regarding the pre-production and post-production sectors 
should seek information elsewhere. 
 
 
Legality of shoots: 

Videography/cinematography are not specifically required to 
stop, and neither is its operation restricted by law under the applicable 
Coronavirus legislation, The Coronavirus Act 2020 (other than in 
relation to any workplace canteen). Restrictions that are applicable are 
those that require people to stay at home and only leave for a number 
of stipulated reasons, one of which is work (but only if it cannot be 
done from home). The restrictions limit gatherings of more than 2 
people in a public place. There is an exception ‘where the gathering is 
essential for work purposes’.  
 



It goes without saying that not all parts of video production can be 
completed from home, especially the ‘production’ aspects required to 
capture and record the content. There will be additional forethought in 
the lead-up to any shoot by the pre-production team, with all issues 
and risks being taken into account before the acceptance and 
agreement of shoot days. Extra effort will be put into maintaining 
social distancing rules for all cast and crew members in every location 
selected. A risk assessment will be completed for each location by the 
producer prior to each shoot. 
 
As known, COVID-19 is more likely to cause severe illness in a few select 
groups of people. These are people listed under section 9 “Staying 
Alert and Safe” guide, published my the cabinet office (31/05/2020) 
[https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe
-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#clinically-v
ulnerable-people] The Cast and crew who fall into these categories will 
have their participation considered on an individual basis, and when 
available, additional precautions will be taken with participation of 
these individuals. 
 
 
Travel: 

We shall attempt to minimise travel as much as possible, 
especially in regards to public transport. With the assumed increase in 
car travel and lift shares to different locations, we expect the client to 
provide additional support in supplying us with these resources. Shared 
vehicle touchpoints will be wiped and cleaned. If public transport is an 
absolute necessity, then all attempts should be made to travel during 
non-peak hours. Face Masks are now of compulsory use when 
traveling on public transport, all crew members will be supplied with 
masks, however members of the clients team / actors will need to 
source them before using public transport. 
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Locations & People: 
 It is essential that everyone involved with the production applies 

good practice in terms of social distancing and hand hygiene. Good 
practice is to: ‘Wash your hands more often for 20 seconds. Use soap 
and water or a hand sanitiser when you: get home or into work, blow 
your nose, sneeze or cough, eat or handle food’. Social distancing will 
be observed by all members of cast and crew wherever possible. We 
shall follow government recommendations dependent on set as listed 
here - 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covi
d-19.   
 
Efforts will be made to minimise the sharing of equipment as much as 
possible by assigning roles during the pre-production stage of the 
shoot. Once roles have been assigned, equipment will be designated to 
the appropriate team member, that member is then responsible for its 
use, maintenance, and cleanliness. Encouraging everybody on set to 
keep hands washed, surfaces cleaned, and to use PPE sensibly and 
safely. PPE will be supplied to all team members whilst packing kit, 
which includes face masks (Face coverings may be marginally 
beneficial as an additional precautionary measure; evidence suggests 
that wearing a face covering does not protect you, but it may protect 
others if you are infected but have not developed symptoms), hand 
sanitizers, and cleaning wipes. Kit will also be cleaned once every 2 
hours, or during the next available moment of down-time. All locations 
pre shoot should be thoroughly checked to ensure they have an 
adequate amount of space for the number of cast and crew needed, 
and that there have been no reports under the RIDDOR system - 
(https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/riddor-reporting-coronavirus.htm)  
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When filming at a location/facility, appropriate cleaning 
Arrangements should be confirmed prior to gaining access.  
Cleaning guidance can be found here - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontaminati
on-in-non- 
healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-setti
ngs.  
 
 
First Aid & Emergency Services: 

It should of course be made aware that the emergency services 
are under great pressure at this time, and may not be able to respond 
as quickly as possible. Consider the risks of scenes involving stunts, and 
make sure first aiders on set have been briefed and are prepared. 
 
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing: 

It is of utmost importance during these times that we look after 
and take care of the mental health of all our cast and crew. They 
may be experiencing additional anxiety and stress at this unusual time, 
whether they are returning to the workplace, or working from home. 
 
 
Work Patterns: 

Additional precautions to manage the COVID-19 risk could 
inevitably lead to increased prep and overall production time. There 
will be deadline pressures and a foreseeable temptation 
to stretch the ‘camera hours’ and the working day to deliver, this must 
be considered and addressed within the production culture from initial 
briefings to day to day reinforcement of key messages. Whilst many 
will be keen to return to work, many others will be anxious and 
concerned about health risks from COVID-19. Consideration of the 
impact of this on production teams should be factored into the working 
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schedules which may impact the length of working day deemed 
appropriate at this time. Work patterns may also enable you 
to have small groups (cohorts) of people who don’t come into contact 
with other groups this is a planning consideration. 
 
 
Symptom Response Plan: 

We will be conducting daily COVID-19 symptom checks with all 
members of cast and crew. If a member of the cast or crew begins to 
show symptoms, ask them not to report for work and seek medical 
advice from the NHS. Ensure they do not go to work until they have 
tested negative with an NHS approved test and/or have undergone a 
minimum period of self-isolation of 7 days and have no continuing 
symptoms other than a mild continuing cough or or a changed sense 
of taste/smell. Cast or crew who have been in close contact (less than 
2m) with a suspected case will need to self-isolate. If testing proves 
negative, self-isolation will no longer be required. If testing proves 
positive, NHS Track and Trace will contact those affected. Be aware 
that the whole production may be halted for group testing if a person 
who has wide contact with cast and crew shows undiagnosed COVID-19 
symptoms or tests positive for COVID-19. 
 
 
 
Sources: 

- https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19   
- https://productionguild.com/covid-19-advice/ 
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